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Before you start painting, you need to get your materials together and get organized.   
1. Paper—You will need paper, construction paper will work but watercolor paper is preferred. I am using 

140 lb. water color paper. I buy it in a tablet and as greeting cards. I will be painting a 5” x 7” painting, 
but you could make it just about any size. You can paint on copier paper, but it is not absorbent and 
won’t work well for a wet on wet approach like we will be using. 

2. Board or cardboard to hold your paper—A stiff piece of cardboard, a clipboard or a piece of masonite 
will work. You will need tape, masking tape or just skotch tape will work. You will tape your paper to your 
board with this tape. 

3. Watercolor Paints—You can use a very simple watercolor tray with 8 colors. You may have watercolors 
on hand and I’m sure they will work. You can see that I have a set of colors in the round in addition to 
the tray of 8. I also have tubes of paint, but I thought these would be something you might have on hand 
or can easily pick up at a store like Walmart. 

4. Brushes—You will also need a couple of soft brushes, I prefer flat brushes, but you can use what you 
have on hand. I will use a 1” flat brush and a smaller, half inch brush, and a round brush.  

5. 2 Jars for water—I use pint jars. Plastic cups are usually a little top heavy and will tip over easily, so I 
use jars. One is for clean water and the other is to wash your brushes. When you’re washing your brush 
out, use the first and then rinse in the clean water. It helps to keep your brushes clean. 

6. Paper towels are an important tool. You can blot your brush, erase wet paint and clean up messes with 
your paper towels!  

Hi! I’m Marsha Clements. I’m an artist and mostly an oil 
painter. You can learn more about me on my website: 
MarshaClementsArt.com. I have been a painter for almost all 
of my adult life, but at the same time, I was also an educator 
for many years. I will be doing a watercolor lesson with 
TEXAS as the theme. TEXAS is a musical drama that has 
been performed for the last 54 years in the Pioneer 
Amphitheater on the floor of Palo Duro Canyon. This painting 
ties back to the play. I’m not putting an age level for this 
lesson—I know some adults that would enjoy this watercolor 
lesson. 

This is my setup. I paint on a small desk, but I also have a tv 
tray over to the side to hold extra stuff. That watercolor tablet 
doesn’t stay on the table. That is just for you to see what I 
use.

Painting Palo Duro in Watercolor
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I have chosen the cliffs behind the stage at the Pioneer Amphitheater. The outdoor musical “TEXAS” has 
been produced on this stage for the last 54 years. Because of the corona virus, “TEXAS” had to be 
cancelled. Painting this scene may help keep Texas in your mind and remind you to plan a special time in 
Palo Duro Canyon in the summer of 2020. 

1. Now we are almost ready to paint. My first step is to tape the paper to a piece of cardboard. This will 
keep your paper from bowing and warping. 

2. Next you will use a large brush to wet your paper. Brush clean water over the entire page.   
3. Our first step is to paint the sky. Starting at the top of the page, you will first wet your brush with water. 

Then put it in the blue paint. Pick up the blue paint and paint a line across the top of your page about 
1-2” wide. Next you will pick up some red paint and overlap a little on the bottom of the blue. You will use 
a lot of water as you do this. You don’t want a strong red, more of a pink that blends with the blue, 
creating a line of purple between. You may then need to paint another line of red (weak with water) to 
create a pinkish color. Now you will switch from the red to orange as you work your way to the horizon. 
After that you will move on to yellow. You can paint the yellow and allow it to fade to white paper for the 
last 2-3 inches. When you are happy with the way your sky looks, you need to let the paper dry for a 
while. Just take a break and let it dry. 
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4. You are ready to sketch your horizon line. The tallest on the left edge should about 3” from the 
bottom of the page. Using a pencil, sketch very lightly because it will show through the paint. Now 
wet your page from the horizon line down to the bottom of the page. 

5. Now you are to paint the cliffs. I start with a gray tone using blue and black with water. Paint the 
cliffs   with this color. Then pick up some reddish brown brown and paint it in the areas where you 
see the red dirt showing through. Mix some dark blue and dark green and paint the trees coming 
down the sides of the cliffs. If you want to show some white layers, you can use corner of a 
damp Mr. Clean Magic Eraser and take away some paint. You can remove any paint you don’t 
like with it, just rub it like it’s an eraser. I usually cut off a piece of the eraser and use it. Be careful 
not to rub a hole in the paper. 
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When you are sitting in the amphitheater waiting for the show to begin, the cliffs behind the stage look a 
lot like this painting as the sun sets. Then you see people pointing and you see The Rider on the Rim 
with the huge Lone Star Flag of Texas. This is my favorite part of the show—it never gets old!

Here’s a detail that I added. I used an extra fine Sharpie to draw the tiny horse and rider. Actually he 
may be a little too big for the distance. But the rider does caryy a huge flag! 


